Congressional Webquest
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Review the information contained in this webquest packet.  Complete the tasks using the websites for the House and Senate.  There are also opinion questions to answer.  We will discuss your findings in class.
____________________________________________________________________
All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives.  Constitution, Article I, section 1.
American Bicameralism: legislature divided into two houses

The House

· 435 members, 2 year terms of office

· Initiates all revenue bills, more influential on budget

· House Rules Committee

· Limited debates

The Senate

· 100 members, 6 year terms of office

· Gives “advice & consent,” more influential on foreign affairs

· Unlimited debates (filibuster)

Congressional Leadership

The House

· Led by Speaker of the House—elected by House members

· Presides over House

· Major role in committee assignments and legislation

· Assisted by majority leader and whips

The Senate

· Formerly lead by Vice President

· Really lead by Majority Leader—chosen by party members

· Assisted by whips

· Must work with Minority leader
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#1 Go to www.house.gov and goo.gl/7QqDne to identify the following:

1) Speaker of the House ______________________

2) How does one become the Speaker of the House? 
3) Majority leader ___________________________

What is their role? 
4) Minority leader ___________________________

What are “whips,” and what do they do? 
5) How does House leadership go about keeping members in line? 
6) Debates in the House:
What is the difference between a closed and open rule? 
#2 Go to www.senate.gov  to identify the following:

1) Majority leader ___________________________

2) Minority leader ___________________________

3) Who is the official “leader” of the Senate? _______________________________________

4) What position stands in for that role most of the time? 
5) Who has more centralized power, the House or Senate? Why? 
Debates in the Senate: Go to “Legislation & Records”( “Legislative Process”
6) What is a filibuster and why would a Senator perform one? 
7) How do you stop a filibuster? 
#3 The Committees and Subcommittees
Four types of committees:


1. Standing committees: exist constantly; work on issues that never go away

2. Joint committees: created to address a specific issue & stop existing when issue is dealt with

3. Conference committees: members of both houses

4. Select committees: members of both parties work together to compromise on a bill that has passed both houses of Congress.

1) Describe how the committees differ: 
2) Click on the “Committee” tab and identify two committees you would be interested in if you were part of Congress. Explain why you chose these two. 
Getting Ahead on the Committee: Chairs and the Seniority System
Committee chair: the most important influencer of congressional agenda


- Dominant role in scheduling hearings, hiring staff, appointing subcommittees, and managing 
committee bills when they are brought before the full house

- Most chairs selected according to seniority system: members who have served on the committee the longest and whose party controlled Congress become chair
#5 Go to www.house.gov  and click on Educators & Students.  Click on Branches of Government and identify the following:

1. Under Legislative, find out what GAO and CBO stand for?
2. What information they provide to Congress?

Current Congressional Leadership:
6. Complete the chart below using www.house.gov and www.senate.gov as references.



	Speaker of the House

Name:

Party:

From (State): 


	President of the Senate

Name: 

Party:

President Pro Tempore of the Senate

Name:

Party:



	Majority Leader:

Name:

Party:

From (State):

Minority Leader:

Name:

Party:

From (State):


	Majority Leader:

Name:

Party:

From (State):

Minority Leader:

Name:

Party:

From (State):



	Majority Whip:
Name:

Party:

From (State): 

Minority Whip:
Name:

Party:

From (State):


	Majority Whip:
Name:

Party:

From (State):

Minority Whip:
Name:

Party:

From (State):




Additional Resource: goo.gl/eKP1EX
https://ballotpedia.org/U.S._House_leadership_elections,_2019
