American History II 
Unit 7 – 1950s & 1960s
7.1 - Life in the 1950s


LATE 1940s

Post-War Readjustment
· _________________________________ veterans needed to readjust back to civilian life
· ____________________________ – education, training, and home/farm loans
· Housing shortage ( assembly-line production of housing materials for quick construction ( ______________________________ – residential areas outside of cities
· Family issues – gender role struggles ( 
Post-War Economy
	Brief Difficulty
	Quick Recovery

	· Decrease in defense jobs and production ( __________________________
· Falling wages and hours 

· Rising prices of goods due to expiration of Office of Price Administration ( prices of consumer goods increased 25%

· continued until supply caught up with demand


	· High demand for consumer goods + money saved during the war ( _______________________________
· Demand for goods ( 

· Spurred production

· Created new jobs

· Created the supply

· Profits made from new markets created by ____________________ and ______________________________-
· Late 1940s - ____________________ 




Truman’s Fair Deal
· 1948 – Truman elected to 2nd term (barely)

Wanted to continue post-war prosperity

· _____________________ – Truman’s proposed economic plan for prosperity after WWII

Similar to FDR’s ________________ but not as ____________________
Proposed a nationwide system of _________________________________ and a crop-subsidy system to provide steady income for farmers ( both measures defeated by _______________________ and _____________________ (States’ Rights Democrats, southern) 

· Fair Deal successes…

Raised minimum wage from ___________________________
Extended Social Security coverage to 10M Americans

Initiated federal flood control and irrigation projects

1950s
Election of 1952
· Eisenhower’s campaign hit a snag when running mate, __________________________ (California Senator), was accused of profiting from a secret slush fund set up by wealthy supporters
· _________________ – bank account that exists for corrupt purposes, especially political bribery
· Nixon responded to accusations in an emotional televised speech – denied 
wrongdoing but admitted to accepting one gift from a political supporter
Eisenhower’s Political Style
· 34th POTUS – Eisenhower (1952-1960)

“___________________________” or “_________________________________” – gov’t should be conservative with money and liberal with social issues

Successfully avoided many controversial issues, except ______________________
Saw the integration of pubic schools due to _________________________________ and the _________________________________ in 1955

No firm legislation to support gains in civil rights

Eisenhower’s successes

Raised ___________________________-, extended Social Security and ______________________________ benefits,  and increased funding for public housing

Backed the creation of the ____________________________________ (a way to move troops/tanks around should there be a war with USSR on US land)
1950s Businesses
· Most Americans worked in _________________, lived in ________________; men worked  in “__________________” or professional jobs – sales, advertising, communications
· Expansion of conglomerates and franchises
· ______________________ - major corporation that includes a number of smaller companies in unrelated industries (EX: Atlantic Television and Telegraph) – diversification protected the company from …
· ______________________- a company that offers similar products or services in many locations (ex: McDonalds, Dunkin Donuts, KFC) ___________________________________________________________________)
· Emphasis on ______________________and __________________ in the workplace to ensure consistency of service across locations and industries (repressed individuality).

1950s Baby Boom
· ____________________ – increase in birth rate during the 1950s due to post-war attitudes
Reunion of couples, decreasing marriage age, desirability of large families, confidence in economic prosperity, advances in medicine

Height in 1957, produced largest generation in US history

· Increased focus on children

Dr. Jonas Salk - _____________________-(crippling childhood disease)

Increase in parenting books – encouraged mothers to ____________________
Increased toy sales

Education issues – 7 day/week schools, elementary teacher shortages

1950s Women
· Women glorified as housewives in TV, magazines, etc ( the “keeper of the suburban dream”

· Most women were ____________, ________________ and __________________
1 in 5 women expressed dissatisfaction with their lives

· Number of women working outside of the home grew (40% of mothers), but mostly in nurturing, mothering and lower-paying occupations.
1950s Automobile Culture 
· Increase in car sales

Increase in production after war

Inexpensive gas

Necessary for _____________________-
· ________________________________- – 1956, authorized the building of nationwide highway network (41,000 miles)

Linked schools, lobs, homes, and shopping

New towns along new routes

Increased vacations and travel

Unintended consequences – pollution, noise, deadly accidents, “white flight” out of crowded cities, increasing wealth gap

1950s Consumerism
· More money + more leisure time + more production of consumer goods = BUY BUY BUY!

TVs, lawn mowers, cars, blenders, freezers, dishwashers, toys, casual clothing, swimming pools, etc

· ___________________________ – manufacturing items designed to become obsolete (outdated) in a short period of time
Encouraged consumers to purchase more goods (ex: yearly car models)

· Return of buying on ____________________ (not paying upfront for goods) ( 
introduction of the credit card

1958 – ______________________________
Increase in private debt and decrease in savings

Era of Mass Media
· __________________________ – means of communication that reach large audiences
· 1950s = rise of ______________and _________________
“Golden Age of Entertainment” - I Love Lucy, 
Leave it to Beaver, Mickey Mouse Club
Increased news reporting on TV

Introduction of color and 3-D movies

· Consequences

Idolization of ____________________, reinforced traditional __________________________-, and stereotyped suburban living

Popularity of frozen TV dinners, TV Guide Magazine, drive-in theaters 

New medium for advertisers

Expansion of ____________________________________________ (FCC) – gov’t agency that regulates and licenses television, telephone, telegraph, radio, and other communication industries
1950s Advertising
· Boom in advertising

________________– newspapers, magazines, billboards on highways

_____________________- TV and radio

· New ________________________________
appealed to people’s desire for status and belongingness

Reinforced traditional gender roles
1950s Subcultures
· Rebellion against 1950s conformity and superficiality ( _____________________________________
· ____________________________- artists and authors who expressed literary nonconformity
rejection of materialism, explicit portrayals of the human condition, experimentation with psychedelic drugs, and sexual liberation and exploration

“___________________________________” – Allen Ginsberg (Howl), 
Jack Kerouac (On the Road)

Popular among teenagers and college students
· __________________________-– added electronic instruments to traditional blues music

Mostly black performers (except Elvis Presley), mostly young white audience

Themes – love, cars, problems of being young

Criticized by the older generation

Believed to lead to teenage delinquency and immorality

Some cities banned rock’n’roll concerts
· TV and radio brought rock’n’roll to the masses easily ( _____________________________________________
· Criticized by the older generation
· TV and radio brought rock’n’roll to the masses easily ( rock’n’roll more accepted by the end of 1950s
The OTHER America in the 1950s
· Increase in suburbia ( “________________________________________________” – middle class whites moved out of cities leaving the poor to deal with worsening conditions
· Eventually leads to _________________________________________________ projects
· National Housing Act of 1919 – construction of ___________________________
· New cabinet position – Housing and Urban Development – to aid in improving conditions in inner cities
· During the 1950s, paranoia existed about nuclear war with the Soviet Union ( lifestyle of “___________________________”
· Fallout shelters, private and public
· Educational materials – posters, pamphlets, films

