Name:_________________________ Per:_____
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas Video Guide
Directions: Please complete the following video guide using at least ONE COMPLETE SENTENCE. This will be collected for a quiz grade. Be prepared to discuss them as a class.
Set during World War II, a story seen through the innocent eyes of Bruno, the eight-year-old son of the commandant at a concentration camp, whose forbidden friendship with a Jewish boy on the other side of the camp fence has startling and unexpected consequences.
1. What is a stereotype? Why do people stereotype groups that are different from them? How does the movie depict Nazis stereotyping Jews?
2. How does the opening scene of Bruno and his friends represent their innocence?
3. Can adults be naïve? In what ways can they be naïve? What adults in the movie seemed naïve? 

4. When Bruno mentions the people in striped pajamas, Father says they are inferior beings and not worth being considered as people. How is this idea important to the Holocaust? What causes Bruno to see things differently?

5. Contrast Pavel’s treatment of Bruno when the boy fell from the tire swing with the way Pavel is treated by Bruno’s family.
6. The barbed wire fence is a physical separation between Bruno and Shmuel. What other types of separation does the fence represent in this story? 

7. Does Bruno and Gretel’s tutor take advantage of the children’s innocence in what he teaches them? How? What were these ideas?

8. What is Mother’s reaction when she sees Gretel’s room decorated with Nazi posters?
9. How do Bruno and Shmuel demonstrate the essence of friendship despite their many differences?  What are their differences?

10. How do the friendships that Bruno has in Berlin at the beginning of the movie compare with his friendship with Shmuel?
11. What does Bruno say and do to show his growing understanding of the inhumanity going on around him, including to his friend Shmuel?

12. When Mother learns that Jews are being exterminated at the camp, she questions her husband. “How can you?” she asks. He responds: “Because I’m a soldier.” How does mother change after this experience?


13. Why do you think the end scene symbolizes?
14. What struck you the most about this film? Why do you think we watched this movie about a fictional friendship? 
