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Date_________BLK____ 

Unit 5: World War II (1939 – 1945)


Over the Edge: 1936 – 1941

(Video Questions)

Directions: Answer the following questions as you watch Peter Jennings’ The Century, “Over the Edge.”

1. Where were the 1936 Olympic games held?  _______________, Germany
2. Why were Jesse Owens’ victories in the 1936 Olympics so important?

Give three examples as to how FDR used mass media and/ or propaganda during the 

1930s to reach the American Public.

3. ___________________________________

4. ___________________________________

5. ___________________________________

Give three examples as to how Hitler used mass media and/ or propaganda during the 

1930s to reach the people of Germany.

6. ___________________________________

7. ___________________________________

8. ___________________________________

9. What types of books did the Nazis order destroyed during their “book burnings?”

10. What was Dachau?

11. What restrictions did the Nazis place on Jews in Germany in the 1930s?

12. How did many Austrians react to the Nazi annexation of their country?

13. What was the significance of the Joe Louis – Max Schmeling boxing match?

14. Who was Francisco Franco?

15. Why is the Spanish Civil War often called a “dress rehearsal” for World War II?

16. At the Munich Conference, which nation “gave” the Sudetenland of Czechoslovakia to Hitler?  _____________
17. Briefly describe the events of Kristallnacht on November 10, 1938?

18. Why was Marian Anderson’s performance in Washington, DC significant?

19. Who were the passengers on the St. Louis and what was their eventual fate?

20. What impacted President Roosevelt’s decision not to admit the passengers to the United States?

21. On September 1, 1939, WW II began in Europe when Germany invaded _____________.

22. Prior to America’s entry into WW II, how did the U.S. attempt to aid the Allies?

In a few phrases, describe the state of the U.S. Armed Forces prior to WW II. 
23. ___________________________________

24. ___________________________________

25. ___________________________________


