


     Writing a Bill 
            

Preliminary Research 

The most important component to writing your bill is first selecting a topic that interests you. Of course, you must choose a topic that is within the jurisdiction of congress.  Conducting preliminary research into the current activity of your topic is extremely helpful and should be cited in your bill. 

Preamble

Drafting a bill is not difficult, although methodically organizing your thoughts into a coherent legislative template requires some planning and diligence. Let’s come back to the title a bit later and start with the preamble. A preamble represents the introduction to, or prologue of your bill. Typically, the preamble reads like a short narrative as it should present a general overview of the situation, or problem, that you address later in the body of your bill. Make sure to state the problem and explain why and how it needs to be resolved. 

Body Clauses 

The body represents the core of your bill and is comprised of a series of clauses that constitute a plan of action. With each body clause, you must specify an action to be taken. 

Enactment Clause 

The enactment clause marks the end of your bill and states when your bill will take effect. Enactment clauses usually read, “If passed this bill will take effect in (insert number) days.” Delegates should know that any bill to be enacted in 90 days or less is considered emergency legislation, which requires a 2/3 majority to pass in committee. Any bill enacted after 90 days, however, merely needs the ½, or simple majority vote to pass. 

Title

The full title of the bill that goes here is usually a long title that simply explains what the bill will do. In the bill itself, you will often put a short title which is a simpler and easier way to refer to the bill. I recommend titling your bill last. This way you can ensure that your title accurately reflects the content of your bill. Delegates often have a general idea of what they hope to address in a bill and are quick to formulate a title. The preamble should provide a good foundation for a title.  
Committee

Use the link below to identify which congressional committee you feel your bill would go through.
Template

Attached is a template to follow when writing your bill.
Links

The following are websites/links that may be helpful to you in writing your bill:
Bill Numbers: https://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/reference/three_column_table/number_prefix.htm
Congressional Committees:

https://www.congress.gov/committees
Civics Model Congress 2019 Template
	Committee:


	Principal Author:



	Bill No:
	Topic:




	Title of Bill: 




Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress Assembled
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	Preamble:  Using 3-5 sentences, state the goals of this bill and why it is needed (old policy).
SECTION 1: State your new policy and the short title for your bill.
SECTION 2: Explanation of terminology- Which terms need to be defined in order to understand 8 the bill? IE: How old is an “Elderly Driver?” (Not all terms will need to be defined. In fact, you may not need to define any terms)
SECTION 3: What is the act going to do? Who is going to be involved / impacted / affected by the act?
SECTION 4:  Penalties (if any) for non-compliance (not following the rules) of the act
SECTION 5: Enactment Clause: When will the law go into effect?


Citations:

Create Your Own Bill Project
Directions: Using the information provided, as well as the suggested template, create a bill based on a social or political issue you feel needs reform. Try to avoid extremely polarized bills as to not jeopardize the class simulation. Be creative. You can use ideas from a bill that is currently in congress or one that has been attempted previously. It is also acceptable to come up with a completely new bill.  Do some research and cite your sources to back your bill. Your project will include the following five steps.
Step 1 Assignment: You and your classmates will represent congress. Each student will be assigned to either the House of Reps. or the Senate. This will mainly affect the letters you give your bill number (H.R. or S.).
Step 2 Create a Bill: You will be responsible for drafting a bill using the template and guidelines provided.
Step 3 Get Bill Passed by Your Legislative House: On Friday, we will discuss and debate bills in each house. During this time, up to three amendments can be added to a bill. If 2/3 majority vote to pass your bill, it will go to the other house to be debated.
Part 4 Get Bill Passed by Second Legislative House: Repeat step 3. 
Part 5 President Signature: If a bill makes it through both houses of congress, it will go to the president (Mrs. Money) for a signature or veto.
***If your bill is passed, you will receive 5 extra credit points on this project.***
Grading Rubric:

_____ Participation (in class and during simulation) (20pts)

_____ On Topic During Class (10pts)

_____ Proper Bill Formatting (15pts)
_____ Bill Content (20pts)

_____ Appropriate Bill (10pts)

_____ Appropriate Title and Committee (10pts)

_____ Citations (15pts)
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